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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-29 are rejected. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 23 
October 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US PGPub 2002/0087359 to Bocionek (hereafter Bocionek) in view of US PGPub 
2003/0233366 to Kesselman (hereafter Kesselman) further in view of US Patent 
No. 6,560,607 to Lassesen (hereafter Lassesen). 
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Referring to claim 1, Bocionek discloses a data processing system for 
processing medically relevant data objects including at least one of image data and 
metadata (see abstract), comprising: 

a first electronic data processing device [operator consoles 5-8] for viewing and 
editing the data objects (see [0021], lines 7-11), the first electronic data processing 
device including, 

a data store for storing the data objects [medical images and patient data 
are stored locally within the workstations] (see [0021], lines 7-1 1 ), and 

a first interface for outputting data objects (see [0025]); and 
a second electronic data processing [workstation 11] (see [0023]), the second 
electronic data processing device including, 

a second interface for receiving the data objects [communication network 
9] (see [0023], lines 1-4), 
wherein 

the first data processing device uses firmly prescribed data formats 
[DICOM], unalterable by a user, to store, view and edit data objects (see [0021] 
and [0025]),and 

the interfaces of the first and second processing devices are connectable 
to one another for transfer of data objects from the first data processing device to 
the second data processing device (see [0022], lines 1-3; [0023], lines 1-4; and 
[0025]). 
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However, while Bocionek discloses a second processing device, Bocionek fails 
to explicitly disclose the further limitations of the second electronic data processing 
device presenting and altering data from data objects in reports using report masks, 
wherein the second electronic data processing device has a mask memory for storing 
the report masks and uses report masks, generateable and alterable by the user to 
present and alter data from data objects, even without knowledge of the syntax of the 
data objects. Kesselman discloses creating formatted reports containing extracts from 
the database including a processing device for presenting data from data objects in 
medically relevant reports (see [0055], lines 16-27), the electronic data processing 
device includes a mask memory for storing the report masks [the system database 
stores the collection of Special Metadata 182, which mask the reports] (see [0055], lines 
20-27) and the data processing device uses report masks, generateable and alterable 
by the user to present data from data objects, even without the knowledge of the syntax 
of the data objects (see [0055], lines 20-27) in order to improve the diversity of database 
system with which the clients and users can interact. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize the report masks of Kesselman to present the data disclosed by 
Bocionek on a second device. One would have been motivated to do so in order to 
improve the diversity of database system with which the clients and users can interact 
(Kesselman: see [0005], lines 1-4). 

While the combination of Bocionek and Kesselman (hereafter 
Bocionek/Kesselman) discloses a second processing device, which uses reports to 
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display data, Bocionek/Kesselman fails to explicitly disclose the further limitation of 
using reports to alter data. Lassesen discloses obtaining data from a database and 
displaying the data in the form of a report to a user (see column 15, lines 21-34), 
including the further limitation of using the report to alter data (see column 15, lines 35- 
49) in order to provide a user-friendly interface for modifying data in a database. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the ability to modify data in a database you reports as disclosed by 
Lassesen with the reports and database of Bocionek/Kesselman. One would have 
been motivated to do so in order to provide a user-friendly interface for modifying data 
in a database. 

Referring to claim 2, the combination of Bocionek/Kesselman and Lassesen 
(hereafter Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen) discloses the data processing system as 
claimed in claim 1 , wherein the second data processing device stores report masks at 
least one of generated and altered by the user [stores a collection of Special Metadata 
182] (Kesselman: see [0055], lines 20-27). 

Referring to claim 3, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the second data processing device 
uses report masks, generate able and alterable by the user without knowledge of the 
syntax of the data objects, in order for a user to edit data from data objects [Reports 54 
are documents which may exist independently from the medium in which they are 
distributed and may be output in many different file formats including but not limited to: 
ASCII, Microsoft Word, Excel, Adobe PDF, printed documents, documents opened in a 
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window on the user's system and other defined formats] (Kesselman: see [0029], lines 
6-12). 

Referring to claim 4, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein at least one of the interfaces includes 
the data switching device, the data switching device having access to an association 
memory containing information about an association between data object types and 
report masks, and wherein the data switching device is adapted to ascertain the type of 
a data object transferred via the interface, compare the ascertained type with the 
content of the association memory and associate a report mask with the data object on 
the basis of the result of the comparison (Kesselman: see [0033], lines 1-21). 

Referring to claim 5, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the interfaces on the first and' second 
data processing devices, when interconnected, are useable to transfer data belonging 
to data objects from the second data processing device to the first data processing 
device, and wherein data objects with user-edited data, transferred to the first data 
processing device via the interconnected interfaces, are stored in the data store 
(Lassesen: see column 15, lines 35-65). 

Referring to claim 6, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 5, wherein content of user-edited data is 
checked by the data switching device, and the checked data are stored by the first data 
processing device only on the basis of the result of the check (Lassesen: see column 7 
- column 8). 
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Referring to claim 7, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the first data processing device is for 
authenticating all access operations to data objects by users in a manner which the user 
cannot alter and documents them for later reconstruction (Lassesen: see column 1 1 , 
lines 32-49). 

Referring to claim 8, Bocionek discloses a distributed method for processing 
medically relevant data objects, including at least one of image data and metadata (see 
abstract), with a first component [operator consoles 5-8] for at least one of viewing, 
editing and storing the data objects (see [0021], lines 7-1 1 ) and with a second 
component [workstation 1 1] for presenting data from the data objects (see [0023]), 
comprising: 

using prescribed data formats [DICOM] in the first component, which are 
unalterable by a user, to at least one of store, view and edit the data objects (see [0021] 

4 

and [0025]); 

However, while Bocionek discloses a component, Bocionek fails to explicitly 
disclose the further limitations of the second component using report masks in the 
second component, which are at least one of generateable and alterable by the user 
without knowledge of the syntax of the data objects, to present and alter data from the 
data objects, wherein data objects are transferable from the first to the second 
component. Kesselman discloses creating formatted reports containing extracts from 
the database including the further limitation of using report masks in the second 
component, which are at least one of generateable and alterable by the user (see 
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[0055], lines 16-27) without knowledge of the syntax of the data objects [Reports 54 are 
documents which may exist independently from the medium in which they are 
distributed and may be output in many different file formats including but not limited to: 
ASCII, Microsoft Word, Excel, Adobe PDF, printed documents, documents opened in a 
window on the user's system and other defined formats] (see [0029], lines 6-12), to 
present and alter data from the data objects, wherein data objects are transferable from 
the first to the second component (see [0022], lines 1-3; [0023], lines 1-4; and [0025]) in 
order to improve the diversity of database system with which the clients and users can 
interact. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize the report masks of Kesselman to present the data disclosed by 
Bocionek on a second device. One would have been motivated to do so in order to 
improve the diversity of database system with which the clients and users can interact 
(Kesselman: see [0005], lines 1-4). 

While the combination of Bocionek and Kesselman (hereafter 
Bocionek/Kesselman) discloses a second processing device, which uses reports to 
display data, Bocionek/Kesselman fails to explicitly disclose the further limitation of 
using reports to alter data. Lassesen discloses obtaining data from a database and 
displaying the data in the form of a report to a user (see column 15, lines 21-34), 
including the further limitation of using the report to alter data (see column 15, lines 35- 
49) in order to provide a user-friendly interface for modifying data in a database. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the ability to modify data in a database you reports as disclosed by 
Lassesen with the reports and database of Bocionek/Kesselman. One would have 
been motivated to do so in order to provide a user-friendly interface for modifying data 
in a database. 

Referring to claim 9, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen teaches the distributed 
method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the second data processing device stores report 
masks at least one of generated and altered by the user [the system database stores 
the collection of Special Metadata 182, which mask the reports] (Kesselman: see 
[0055], lines 20-27). 

Referring to claim 10, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the distributed 
method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the second method component uses report 
masks for a user to edit data from the data objects (Lassesen: see column 15, lines 35- 
65). 

Referring to claim 11, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the distributed 
method as claimed in claim 8, wherein a data switching component is provided for 
ascertaining the type of a data object transferred from the first to the second 
component, for comparing the ascertained type with the content of an association 
memory containing information about the association between data object types and 
report masks, and for associating a report mask with the data object on the basis of the 
result of this comparison (Kesselman: see [0033], lines 1-21). 
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Referring to claim 12, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the distributed 
method as claimed in claim 8, wherein data belonging to data objects is transferable 
from the second to the first component, and wherein the first component stores data 
objects with user-edited data, transferred to the first component, in a data store 
(Kesselman: see column 15, lines 35-65). 

Referring to claim 13, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the distributed 
method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the content of user-edited data belonging to 

♦ 

data objects is checked, and the user-edited data are stored by the first component only 
on the basis of the result of this check (Lassesen: see column 15, lines 35-65). 

Referring to claim 14, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses teaches the 
distributed method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the first component authenticates all 
access operations to data objects by users in a manner which the user cannot alter and 
documents them so that they can be subsequently reconstructed (Lassesen: see 
column 1 1 , lines 32-49). 

Referring to claim 15, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 2, wherein the second data processing device 
uses report masks, generateable and alterable by the user without knowledge of the 
syntax of the data objects, in order for a user to edit data from data objects (Lassesen: 
see column 15, lines 35-65). 

Referring to claim 16, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein at least one of the interfaces includes 
data switching means, having access to an association memory containing information 
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about an association between data object types and report masks, for ascertaining the 
type of a data object transferred via the interface, for comparing the ascertained type 
with the content of the association memory and for associating a report mask with the 
data object on the basis of the result of the comparison (Lassesen: see column 7 - 
column 8). 

Referring to claim 17, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 4, wherein the interfaces on the first and second 
data processing devices, when interconnected, are useable to transfer data belonging 
to data objects from the second data processing device to the first data processing 
device, and wherein data objects with user-edited data, transferred to the first data 
processing device via the interconnected interfaces, are stored in the data store 
(Lassesen: see column 15, lines 35-65). 

Referring to claim 18, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 17, wherein content of user-edited data is 
checked, and the checked data are stored by the first data processing device only on 
the basis of the result of the check (Lassesen: see column 7 - column 8). 

Referring to claim 19, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the distributed 
method of claim 8, wherein the second component is used to present data from the data, 
objects in medically relevant reports using the report masks (Kesselman: see [0055], 
lines 16-27). 

Referring to claim 20, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the distributed 
method as claimed in claim 9, wherein the second method component uses report 
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masks for a user to edit data from the data objects (Lassesen: see column 1 5, lines 35- 
65). 

Referring to claim 21, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen teaches the distributed 
method as claimed in claim 9, wherein a data switching component is provided for 
ascertaining the type of a data object transferred from the first to the second 
component, for comparing the ascertained type with the content of an association 
memory containing information about the association between data object types and 
report masks, and for associating a report mask with the data object on the basis of the 
result of this comparison (Kesselman: see [0033], lines 1-21 ). 

Referring to claim 22, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the distributed 
method as claimed in claim 10, wherein a data switching component is provided for 
ascertaining the type of a data object transferred from the first to the second 
component, for comparing the ascertained type with the content of an association 
memory containing information about the association between data object types and 
report masks, and for associating a report mask with the data object on the basis of the 
result of this comparison (Kesselman: see [0033], lines 1-21). 

Referring to claim 23, Bocionek discloses a data processing system for 

4 

processing medically relevant data objects including at least one of image data and 
metadata (see abstract), comprising: 

a first electronic data processing means [operator consoles 5-8] for viewing and 
editing the data objects (see [0021], lines 7-11), the first electronic data processing 

♦ 

device including, 
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storage means for storing the data objects [medical images and patient 
data are stored locally within the workstations] (see [0021], lines 7-11), and 

first interfacing means for outputting data objects (see [0025]); and 
second electronic data processing means [workstation 11] (see [0023]), the 
second electronic data processing device including, 

second interfacing means for receiving the data objects [communication 
network 9] (see [0023], lines 1-4), 
wherein 

the first data processing means uses firmly prescribed data formats 
[DICOM], unalterable by a user, to store, view and edit data objects (see [0021] 
and [0025]),and 

the interfacing means of the first and second processing means are 
connectable to one another for transfer of data objects from the first data 
processing means to the second data processing means (see [0022], lines 1-3; 
[0023], lines 1-4; and [0025]). 

However, while Bocionek discloses a second processing means, Bocionek fails 
to explicitly disclose the further limitations of the second electronic data processing 
means presenting and altering data from data objects in reports using report masks, 
wherein the second electronic data processing means has a mask memory for storing 
the report masks and uses report masks, generateable and alterable by the user to 
present and alter data from data objects, even without knowledge of the syntax of the 
data objects. Kesselman discloses creating formatted reports containing extracts from 
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the database including a processing device for presenting data from data objects in 
medically relevant reports (see [0055], lines 16-27), the electronic data processing 
device includes a mask memory for storing the report masks [the system database 
stores the collection of Special Metadata 182, which mask the reports] (see [0055], lines 
20-27) and the data processing means uses report masks, generateable and alterable 
by the user to present data from data objects, even without the knowledge of the syntax 
of the data objects (see [0055], lines 20-27) in order to improve the diversity of database 
system with which the clients and users can interact. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize the report masks of Kesselman to present the data disclosed by 
Bocionek on a second device. One would have been motivated to do so in order to 
improve the diversity of database system with which the clients and users can interact 
(Kesselman: see [0005], lines 1-4). 

While the combination of Bocionek and Kesselman (hereafter 
Bocionek/Kesselman) discloses a second processing device, which uses reports to 
display data, Bocionek/Kesselman fails to explicitly disclose the further limitation of 
using reports to alter data. Lassesen discloses obtaining data from a database and 
displaying the data in the form of a report to a user (see column 15, lines 21-34), 
including the further limitation of using the report to alter data (see column 15, lines 35- 
49) in order to provide a user-friendly interface for modifying data in a database. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use the ability to modify data in a database you reports as disclosed by 
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Lassesen with the reports and database of Bocionek/Kesselman. One would have 
been motivated to do so in order to provide a user-friendly interface for modifying data 
in a database. 

Referring to claim 24, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 23, wherein the second data processing means 
stores report masks at least one of generated and altered by the user [the system 
database stores the collection of Special Metadata 182, which masks the reports] 
(Kesselman: see [0055], lines 20-27). 

Referring to claim 25, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 23, wherein the second data processing means 
uses report masks, generateable and alterable by the user without knowledge of the 
syntax of the data objects, in order for a user to edit data from data objects (Lassesen: 
see column 15, lines 35-65). 

Referring to claim 26, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 23, wherein at least one of the interfacing means 
includes the data switching means, the data switching means having access to an 
association memory containing information about an association between data object 
types and report masks, for ascertaining the type of a data object transferred via the 
interface means, for comparing the ascertained type with the content of the association 
memory and for associating a report mask with the data object on the basis of the result 
of the comparison (Kesselman: see [0033], lines 1-21). 
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Referring to claim 27, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 23, wherein the interfacing means on the first 
and second data processing means, when interconnected, are useable to transfer data 
belonging to data objects from the second data processing means to the first data 
processing means, and wherein data objects with user-edited data, transferred to the 
first data processing means via the interconnected interfaces, are stored in the storage 

♦ 

means (Lassesen: see column 15, lines 35-65). 

Referring to claim 28, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 27 wherein content of user-edited data is 
checked, and the checked data are stored by the first data processing means only on 
the basis of the result of the check (Lassesen: see column 7 - column 8). 

Referring to claim 29, Bocionek/Kesselman/Lassesen discloses the data 
processing system as claimed in claim 23, wherein the first data processing means is 
for authenticating all access operations to data objects by users in a manner which the 
user cannot alter and documents them for later reconstruction (Lassesen: see column 
1 1 , lines 32-49). 
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